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The	International	English	Language	Testing	System	(IELTS)	evaluates	you	on	all	four	language	skills	-	listening,	reading,	writing,	and	speaking.	The	total	test	time	is	2	hour	44	minutes	plus	10	minutes	of	transfer	time.	The	Listening	(L),	Reading	(R),	and	Writing	(W)	components	of	the	test	are	always	completed	immediately	after	each	other	and	with
no	break.	You	will	do	the	Listening	component	first	followed	by	the	Reading	and	Writing	components	of	the	test.	Depending	on	the	test	centre,	the	Speaking	test	may	be	taken	up	to	7	days	either	before	or	after	the	test	date.	There	is	no	difference	in	the	content,	format	or	level	of	difficulty	and	scoring	between	IELTS	General	Training	and	Academic
examination.	The	listening	and	speaking	tests	remain	the	same	for	both	the	versions.		IELTS	Listening	test	(30	minutes)	You	will	have	to	listen	to	four	recordings	and	then	answer	the	questions	asked.	The	recordings	are	of	native	English	speakers	and	the	duration	of	the	test	is	30	minutes.	Recording	1:	You	will	listen	to	a	dialogue	placed	in	daily	life
and	context.	Recording	2:	You	will	listen	to	a	monologue	about	everyday	life	or	social	context.	For	instance,	a	talk	on	the	condition	of	streets	in	an	area.	Recording	3:	You	will	listen	to	a	conversation	between	more	than	two	people	placed	in	a	training	or	educational	context.	For	instance,	a	teacher	discussing	an	assignment	with	students.			Recording	4:
You	will	listen	to	a	monologue	on	any	academic	subject.	For	instance,	a	college	lecture.	In	your	Listening	test,	you	will	be	assessed	on	your	ability	to	comprehend	the	ideas,	facts,	attitudes	and	opinions	of	the	speakers,	the	purpose	of	the	recording	and	how	well	you	follow	the	development	of	ideas.	IELTS	Reading	test	(60	minutes)	The	IELTS	Reading
test	requires	you	to	answer	40	questions	and	is	designed	to	test	you	on	an	array	of	reading	skills.	You	would	have	to	read	for	gist,	main	ideas,	details,	logical	arguments,	skimming,	and	figuring	out	the	writers’	attitudes,	opinions	and	intentions.	The	Reading	test	for	Academic	module	consists	of	three	long	texts	which	can	be	descriptive,	factual	and
analytical.	The	texts	are	taken	from	magazines,	books,	newspapers	or	journals	and	are	apt	for	individuals	who	want	to	pursue	university	education	or	professional	registration	overseas.	Excerpts	in	the	Reading	test	for	General	Training	module	are	taken	from	the	newspaper,	books,	notices,	company	handbooks,	advertisements	and	magazines.	You
need	to	read	them	well	to	answer	the	questions	that	follow.	IELTS	Writing	test	(60	minutes)	The	IELTS	writing	test	requires	you	to	complete	two	tasks	and	covers	topics	of	general	interest	based	on	the	module	you	are	taking.	IELTS	Academic	comprises	topics	suitable	for	undergraduate	and	postgraduate	students	Task	1:	There	will	be	a	table,	chart,
graph	or	diagram	that	you	will	have	to	describe,	explain	or	summarise	in	your	own	words.	You	might	also	be	asked	to	explain	the	data	shown,	and	stages	and	working	of	a	process.	Task	2:	You	will	have	to	write	an	essay	as	a	response	to	an	argument,	problem	or	opinion		Make	sure	you	respond	to	both	tasks	in	formal	style	IELTS	General	Training
module	consists	of	excerpts	on	general	topics	from	books,	magazines,	notices,	company	handbooks	and	guidelines	that	you	are	likely	to	face	on	a	regular	basis	in	an	English	speaking	environment	Task	1:		You	will	have	to	write	a	letter	to	request	information	on,	or	explaining	the	given	situation.	You	may	choose	to	write	it	informally	or	formally.	Task
2:		You	will	have	to	write	an	essay	as	a	response	to	an	argument,	problem	or	opinion.	You	may	choose	to	write	it	in	informal	style.	IELTS	Speaking	test	(11-14	minutes)	The	IELTS	Speaking	test	assesses	your	spoken	English	skills.	The	test	is	recorded	and	conducted	in	three	parts.	Part	1:	You	are	asked	questions	about	yourself	and	generic	topics	like
family,	home,	work,	interests	and	studies.	This	takes	about	4-5	minutes.	Part	2:	You	are	given	a	card	with	a	topic	written	on	it.	You	have	to	talk	on	this	topic	for	about	two	minutes	and	will	have	a	minute	to	prepare	before	you	start	speaking.	The	examiner	will	also	ask	a	few	related	questions	on	the	topic	allotted.		The	IELTS	test	format	is	the	same
wherever	you	take	your	exam.The	exam	is	divided	into	four	parts	–	Writing,	Listening,	Reading,	and	Speaking.	This	ensures	that	your	skills	in	all	four	components	of	the	English	Language	are	tested.	There	are	two	test	formats	–	Academic	and	General	Training	–	and	you	can	choose	which	one	to	take.	I	outline	the	two	formats	below	and	have	included
more	information	to	help	you	decide	which	version	of	the	exam	to	take	on	the	following	page:	Which	IELTS?	Academic	or	General.	How	long	does	the	IELTS	exam	take?	The	total	exam	time	is	2	hours	and	45	minutes	whichever	IELTS	test	format	you	take:	Writing:	60	minutes	–	2	tasks.Listening:	30	minutes	–	40	questions.Reading:		60	minutes	–	40
questions.Speaking:	11	to14	minutes	–	three-part	conversation	with	an	examiner.	You	will	take	the	Writing,	Listening	and	Reading	components	on	the	same	day,	one	after	the	other	with	no	break	in	between	them.Your	Speaking	test	may	take	place	on	the	same	day	after	a	break.	Alternatively,	it	may	take	place	either	7	days	before	or	7	days	after	your
main	exam	date.	This	will	depend	on	your	test	centre.All	candidates	take	the	same	Listening	and	Speaking	tests	but	different	Reading	and	Writing	tests.	The	key	difference	in	the	IELTS	test	format	between	Academic	and	General	Training	is	in	the	subject	matter	of	the	Reading	and	Writing	sections.	IELTS	Test	Format	-	The	Details	Timing	–	60
minutesIELTS	Test	Format	–	You	can	choose	to	take	either	the	Academic	or	the	General	Training	test.	The	only	difference	between	the	two	is	the	material	used	in	the	test	and	the	type	of	language	you	will	use	in	your	answers.The	IETLS	test	format	for	Writing	has	two	parts	–	Task	1	and	Task	2.You	must	write	a	minimum	of	150	words	for	Task	1	and	a
minimum	of	250	words	for	Task	2.Academic	WritingTask	1	–	You	will	be	presented	with	a	graph,	table,	chart	or	diagram.	You	are	required	to	describe,	summarise	or	explain	the	information	in	your	own	words.	For	example,	you	may	be	asked	to:	describe	and	explain	datadescribe	the	stages	of	a	processdescribe	how	something	worksdescribe	an	object
or	event	Task	2	–	You	will	be	required	to	write	an	essay	on	a	topic	of	general	interest.	Your	essay	will	be	a	response	to	a	specific	point	of	view,	problem	or	argument	that	will	be	stated	in	the	question.Your	response	to	both	tasks	should	be	written	in	a	formal	style.General	Training	WritingBoth	writing	tasks	in	the	General	Training	test	are	based	on
topics	of	general	interest.Task	1	–	You	will	be	required	to	write	a	letter	requesting	information	or	explaining	the	situation	in	relation	to	a	specific	circumstance.	The	letter	may	be	written	in	a	personal	or	semi-formal	style	as	appropriate	to	the	situation.Task	2	–	You	will	be	required	to	write	an	essay	on	a	topic	of	general	interest.	Your	essay	will	be	a
response	to	a	specific	point	of	view,	problem	or	argument	that	will	be	stated	in	the	question.You	may	use	a	more	personal	style	than	would	be	required	in	the	Academic	Writing	Task	2	essay.	Skills	Assessed	The	Writing	test	is	designed	to	assess	your	ability	in	the	following	aspects:	contentorganisation	of	ideasaccuracy	and	range	of	vocabulary	and
grammar	Below	are	the	assessment	criteria	for	each	IELTS	test	format.	The	criteria	for	any	specific	essay	will	depend	on	the	type	of	task	you	are	asked	to	complete.Academic	WritingTask	1	–	Your	essay	will	be	assessed	in	relation	to	your	ability	to	achieve	one	or	more	of	the	following:	organise,	present	and	possibly	compare	datadescribe	the	stages	of
a	process	or	proceduredescribe	an	object	or	event	or	sequence	of	eventsexplain	how	something	works	Task	2	–	Your	essay	will	be	assessed	in	relation	to	your	ability	to	achieve	one	or	more	of	the	following:	present	a	solution	to	a	problempresent	and	justify	an	opinioncompare	and	contrast	evidence,	opinions	and	implicationsevaluate	and	challenge
ideas,	evidence	or	an	argument	General	Training	WritingTask	1	–	Your	letter	will	assess	your	ability	to	engage	in	personal	correspondence	and	be	assessed	in	relation	to	one	or	more	of	these	skills:	elicit		and	provide	general	factual	informationexpress	needs,	wants,	likes	and	dislikesexpress	opinions	(e.g.	views,	complaints)	Task	2	–	Your	essay	will	be
assessed	in	relation	to	one	or	more	of	the	following:	outline	a	problem	and	present	a	solutionpresent	and	justify	an	opinionevaluate	and	challenge	ideas,	evidence	or	an	argument	Marking	The	overall	assessment	criteria	for	IELTS	Writing,	stated	on	the	official	website,	are:	Task	Achievement	(i.e.	appropriate	response	to	the	task)Coherence	and
Cohesion	(i.e.	ability	to	present	a	well-structured	essay)Lexical	Resource	(i.e.	ability	to	use	vocabulary	correctly	and	to	use	a	range	of	appropriate	vocabulary)Grammatical	Range	and	Accuracy	(i.e.	ability	to	use	grammar	correctly	and	to	use	a	range	of	grammar	forms)	Click	these	links	for	PDF	downloads	giving	detailed	descriptions	of	the	criteria	for
each	of	the	writing	tasks.Writing	Task	1	–	Assessment	CriteriaWriting	Task	2	–	Assessment	Criteria*	Note	that	Task	2,	the	longer	of	the	two	essays,	carries	twice	as	many	points	as	Task	1.Your	marks	for	the	two	essays	are	converted	to	an	overall	Writing	score	on	the	IELTS	Band	Scale.	Timing	–	30	minutes	(plus	10	minutes	to	transfer	the	answers	to
your	answer	sheet)IELTS	Test	Format	–	The	IETLS	test	format	for	Listening	is	made	up	of	four	sections.	In	each	section,	you	will	listen	to	a	recorded	text	and	then	answer	a	series	of	question	on	it.The	text	will	be	played	only	once.	Over	the	course	of	the	test,	you	will	hear	a	variety	of	voices	and	native-speaker	accents.There	are	40	questions	in	the
test.	You	will	be	asked	a	variety	of	different	types	of	questions	selected	from	this	list:	MatchingMultiple	choiceNote	completionForm	completionTable	completion	Sentence	completionSummary	completionFlow-chart	completionShort-answer	questionsPlan/map/diagram	labelling	The	4	Sections	Section	1	–	A	conversation	between	two	people	set	in	an
everyday	social	context	(e.g.	booking	tickets	to	the	theatre).Section	2	–	A	monologue	set	in	an	everyday	social	context	(e.g.	a	welcome	talk	for	new	college	students).Section	3	–	A	conversation	between	up	to	four	people	set	in	an	educational	or	training	context	(e.g.	a	group	of	students	discussing	a	university	assignment).Section	4	–	A	monologue	on	an
academic	subject	(e.g.	a	lecture	on	wildlife).	You	will	have	time	to	look	at	material	relevant	to	the	test	before	the	recordings	start	and	to	read	the	questions	that	you	will	be	asked.	Skills	Assessed	The	Listening	test	is	designed	to	assess	your	ability	to:	understand	main	ideasunderstand	detailed	factual	informationrecognise	the	opinions	and	attitudes	of
speakersrecognise	the	purpose	of	the	communicationfollow	the	development	of	ideas	or	arguments	Marking	Each	correct	answer	is	awarded	1	mark.	Your	score	out	of	40	is	converted	to	the	corresponding	IELTS	band	scale	level.	Timing	–	60	minutesIELTS	Test	Format	–	There	are	two	versions	of	the	Reading	test	–	Academic	and	General	Training.	The
difference	is	in	the	length	and	type	of	the	texts.	The	IELTS	test	format	for	both	versions	is	made	up	of	three	parts.	I’ll	give	you	more	details	about	each	version	in	a		minute.There	are	40	questions	in	the	test.	You	will	be	asked	a	variety	of	different	types	of	questions	in	order	to	test	a	wide	range	of	reading	skills.	The	tasks	will	be	selected	from	this	list:
multiple	choiceidentifying	information	identifying	a	writer’s		views/claims	matching	informationmatching	headingsmatching	featuresmatching	sentence	endings	sentence	completionsummary	completionnote	completiontable	completionflow-chart	completion,diagram	label	completionshort-answer	questions	Academic	ReadingThe	three	sections	each
contain	one	long	text	taken	from	real	books,	newspapers,	magazines	or	journals.	The	texts	will	be	of	general	interest	and	may	contain	diagrams,	illustrations	or	graphs.	A	glossary	will	be	provided	if	the	text	contains	technical	terms.General	Training	ReadingSection	1	–	two	or	three	short	factual	texts	related	to	everyday	life	(e.g.	hotel	evacuation
procedure,	a	series	of	related	advertisements,	a	course	outline).Section	2	–	two	short	factual	texts	related	to	work	(e.g.	job	description,	staff	training,	disciplinary	procedures).Section	3	–	one	longer	text	of	greater	complexity	(e.g.	general	interest	texts	from	books,	newspapers,	magazines,	company	brochures	or	handbooks).	Skills	Assessed	The
Reading	test	is	designed	to	assess	your	ability	to:	read	for	gistread	for	main	ideasread	for	detailunderstand	inferences	and	implied	meaningrecognise	writer’s	opinions,	attitudes	and	purposefollow	the	development	of	an	argument	Marking	Each	correct	answer	is	awarded	1	mark.	Your	score	out	of	40	is	converted	to	the	corresponding	IELTS	band
scale	level.	Timing	–	11-14	minutesIELTS	Test	Format	–	The	IELT	test	format	for	Speaking	is	comprised	of	three	parts.Part	1	–	Introduction	and	interview	(4-5	minutes)The	examiner	will	ask	you	general	questions	about	yourself	and	your	life,	e.g.	your	home,	family,	interests,	work	/studies.Part	2	–	Individual	speaking	(3-4	minutes)The	examiner	will
give	you	a	card	with	a	topic	written	on	it.	You	will	be	asked	to	speak	on	this	topic	for	1-2	minutes.	The	examiner	may	ask	you	one	or	two	questions	about	your	topic.You	will	be	given	1	minute	for	preparation	during	which	you	are	allowed	to	make	notes.It	is	impossible	to	predict	the	type	of	question	you	will	be	asked	as	the	potential	range	of	topics	is
vast.	Here	are	a	few	real	examples	to	illustrate	this:	Your	dream	job.Your	favourite	subject	in	school.An	unusual	meal	you’ve	had.A	situation	where	you	had	to	be	polite.An	event	or	celebration	you	attended.An	occasion	a	visitor	came	to	your	house.Work	you	got	positive	feedback	for.An	activity	for	healthy	living.An	exciting	book.Recent	development	in
your	town.A	journey	you	took	recently.A	favourite	childhood	toy.	Part	3	–	Two-way	discussion	(4-5	minutes)The	examiner	will	ask	you	more	questions	about	your	Part	2	topic	leading	to	a	two-way	discussion	on	the	subject.	This	will	give	you	the	opportunity	to	show	a	greater	range	of	speaking	skills.	Skills	Assessed	The	Speaking	test	is	designed	to
assess	your	ability	to:	communicate	opinions	and	information	on	everyday	topics	and	common	experiences	and	situationsspeak	at	length	on	a	given	topic	using	appropriate	language	and	organising	ideas	coherentlyexpress	and	justify	opinions	and	to	analyse,	discuss	and	speculate	about	issues	Marking	The	overall	assessment	criteria	for	IELTS
Speaking,	stated	on	the	official	website,	are:	Fluency	and	CoherenceLexical	ResourceGrammatical	Range	and	AccuracyPronunciation	Click	this	links	for	a	PDF	download	giving	detailed	descriptions	of	these	criteria.Speaking	Task	–	Assessment	CriteriaThe	examiner	will	assess	your	speaking	skills	and	give	you	a	score	on	the	IELTS	band	scale.	All	tests
are	recorded.	Understanding	the	IELTS	test	format	is	an	important	part	of	preparing	for	your	exam.	Think	about	this	information	as	you	practice	your	English	skills	and	plan	for	your	test	day.	Want	to	watch	&	listen	to	this	information	on	the	IELTS	Test	Format?	Click	on	this	video.	Enjoy	this	page?	Please	pay	it	forward.	Here's	how...	Would	you	prefer
to	share	this	page	with	others	by	linking	to	it?Click	on	the	HTML	link	code	below.Copy	and	paste	it,	adding	a	note	of	your	own,	into	your	blog,	a	Web	page,	forums,	a	blog	comment,	your	Facebook	account,	or	anywhere	that	someone	would	find	this	page	valuable.	More	Pages	About	the	IELTS	Exam:	What	is	IELTS?Which	IELTS	-	Academic	or	General?
IELTS	Band	ScoresYour	IELTS	ScoreIELTS	Exam	Dates	Other	IELTS	Information	Home	›	IELTS	Exam	›	IELTS	Test	Format
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